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"RECOLLE'CTIONS     OF    LINCOLN  AND    GRANT  " 

Gen.  James  Grant  ""i  Is  on.  New  York. 
Gen.James  Grant  ""ilson  of  New  York,  gave  a  most  interesting 
address  at  the  Munson-Tilliairs  upon  the  topic  "  Recollections 
of  Lincoln  and  Grant."     Gen.Wilson  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
both  of  these  two  famous  Americans, havihg  been  associated  with 
the  former  in  Springfield  and  Washington,  and  with  the  latter 
during  the  Vicksburg  campaign  and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  in 
later  life.  He  also  spoke  beiefly  of  "Tashington,  having  been 
a  cquainted  with  those  who  were  close  friends  of  the  first 
President.    He  came  to  Utica  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Oneida 
Historical  Society  and  spoke  under  its  auspices.    The  audience  was 
one  of  the  largest  that  ever  assembled  in  the  building, many  of 
those  who  came  being  obliged  to  stand.  A  large  delegation  of  G.A.R. 
veterans  and  a  goodly  number  of  the  boys  who  went  to  Honolulu 
were  among  those  present. 

Hon.Alfred  C.Coxe, president  of  the  Society,  occupied  the 
chair.  The  pregrarame  opened  with  a  selection  on  the  harp  by  Miss 
Nellie  M.Charles.     It  was  a  union  of  three  airs,  and  was  artistic- 
a  lly  rendered.  Miss  Anna  Evarts  Chase  then  gave  a    recitation  in 
fine  style.  This  was  followed  by  another  selection  on  the  harp 
by  Miss  Charles, embracing  "  America  ",  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner" 
"Home  Sweet  Home"  and  "Nearer  My  God  to  Thee"  and  this  in  turn 
by  a  recitation  in  Scotch  dialect  by  Miss  Chase, also  finely 
rendered. 

Judge  Coxe  then  introduced  Gen .Wilson, who,  in  opening 
his  address, said :  By  the  general  consent  of  the  English-:c- speaking 
world,  Washington, Lincoln  and  Grant  are  accepted  as  the  three 


greatest  Americans,  The  first  was  the  founder, the  second  the 
liberator  and  the  third  the  savior  of  our  country.  It  was  my  good 
fortune  in  early  life  to  have  among  my  acquaintances  some  who 
were  associates  of  Washington;  and  with  the  Martyred  President  I  en 
enjoyed  an  acquaintance  extending  over  a    period  of  six  years  and 
with  the  soldier  President  I  was  on  intimate  terms  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century , lacking  less  than  a  single  year. 

Speaking  of  Washington,  Gen  Wilson  said;  A  short  time  before 
the  Civil  War  I  was  present  at  a  Celebration  in  Virginia  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  founder  of  his  country,  Mr  Custis, 
his  adopted  son, was  the  host,  and  his  daughter  Mary, wife  of 
Robert  E,Lee,then  Lieut .Col,  of  the  Second  United  States  Cavalry, 
was  the  hostess* 

The  guests  were  some  Richmond  belles  and  Baltimore  beauties, 
several  young  Virginians,  and  two  College  students  from  the  north. 
The  day  was  spent  in  a  most  delightful  manner  in  listening  to 
recollections  of  "Washington,  in  looking  at  his  books.  It  was  a  red 
letter  day,  "a  day  never  to  be  forgotten  in  the  world".    Alas,  of 
all  that  happy  house  party,  he  who  now  speaks  to  you  is  the  only 
survivor.  The  place  of  that  meeting  was  Arlington, now  a  National 
Cemetery,  in  which  sleep  many  thousands  of  soldiers  who  so  ably 
served  the  country. 

After  speaking  of  several  estimates  of  Washington's  character 
as  made  by  various  people, Gen  Wilson  said:  Shortly  after  the 
battle  of  Saratoga  Washington  met  Gen, Arnold,  and  after  compli- 
menting him  on  his  bravery  said  to  him.;  "  I'  understand  that  in  the 
battle  you  lost  a  pair  of  cuff-links.  Permit  me  to  replace  them 
with  this  pair  of  mine, which  I  have  worn  for  some  months, /Hien 
Arnold  had  become  a  traitor  he  no  longer  took  pleasure  in  wearing 
the  sleeve  links,  and  gave  them  to  Col  Tarleton,  a  comrad  who 


treated  him  rith  more  kindness  and  respect  than  did  the  others # 
Col  Tarl*ton  eventually  gave  them  to  an  American  Loyalist,  and  he 
in  turn  to  his  son,  Pitz-Green  Halleck.    The  poet  bequeathed  them 
to  a  young  friend,  who  became  his  bfographer,  and  here  are  the 
sleeve  links.  As  he  spoke  ^en.'^'ilson  held  up  his  hands,  showing 
his  cuffs  and  the  beautiful  gold  links. 

Speaking  then  of  Lincoln  Gen  Tilson  saiid;  Abraham  Lincoln  was  one 

of  nature's  noblemen.    The  impressions  I  received  when  I  first 

saw  him  was  that  I  was  looking  at  as  ungainly  and  ill-appearing 

a  man  as  I  ever  saw.    The  conversation  turned'  upon  ance.-tors, 

?.nc  I  rinepiber  that  the  Judge  who  introduced  me  asked  Lincoln  where 

his  earliest  ancestor  in  this  country  lived.  Lincoln  replied; 

"  Hinghim  or  Hangham, which  was  it?"     Gen  '^'ilson  then  related  an 

of 

incident  in  which  he  had  told  Lincoln  of  a  saying  T'r.Custis  that 
"Washington  was  never  thro^^^n  in  a  wtestling  match.  Lincoln  replied 
"  I  stand  in  that  same  position.  If  I  could  have  met  "Washington  it 
would  have  been  a  tussle  between  Illinois  and  one  of  the  aristocpa 
pacy  of  old  Virginia,  and  I  rather  think  old  Illinois  would  have 
kept  up  its  end."    Gen.'^ilson  then  told  of  going  to  Washington  to 
see  his  brother  who  had  been  wounded  in  bqttle  and  placed  in  the 
hospital.  ''Thile  there  he  called  upon  the  President, who,  upon 
hearing  of  the  injured  captain  insisted  upon  going  to  see  him. 
Lincoln  recognized  in  young  Lincoln  a  likeness  to  his  own  son,  whan 
he  had  lost,  and  therefore  he  and  Mrs  Lincoln  were  daily  visitors 
at  the  hospital  until  the  captain  died.I  mention  this, Gen  '^ilson 
said,  to  show  how  kind-hearted  Krs. Lincoln  as  well  as  the 
President  was.    "^ith  all  her  peculiarities  she  was  a  tender 
hearted  woman.    Gen  ^ilson  then  spoke  of  several  incidents  show- 
ing Lincoln's  effective  but  hunorous  way  of  dealing  with  persistent 
office-seekers.    He  said  that  at  Lincoln's  second  inaugeration 


he  was  present  and  stood  within  a  few  feelb  of  the  President.  That 
inaugural  address, he  said,  is  one  of  the  gems  of  the  language. 
I  do  not  know  why  it  was  that  Lincoln  should  have  made  such 
wonderful  addresses  as  he  did  at  Gettysburg  and  elsewhere,  but  it 
has  been  believed,  that  many  of  his  words  will  live  as  long  as  any 
in  the  language.  Gen  '^11 son  then  gave  the  concluding  portion  of 
Lincoln's  second  inaugural  address  in  a  manner  that  called  forth 
the  applause  of  the  audience.  He  then  related  several  incidents 
showing  Lincoln's  love  of  a  joke,  and  contiiming,  told  of  being 
with  the  President  and  others  In  the  box  in  Ford's  theater  in 
"Washington  in  which  a  short  tirre  afterward  Lincoln  was  shot. 
He  said  that  the  President  appeared  sad  and  weary,  and  did  not 
take  any  interest  in  the  play.  Tien  asked  about  it  Lincoln  sair! 
t'iat  he  merely  wanted  %o  rest/A  few  moments  later, Gen  ""ilnon  said, 
I  felt  Lincoln's  rmiic'  on  ry  shoulder,  and/  looking  around,  I  ^b.v 
a  different  iran .  His  face  was  full  of  anirratioR,  and  hi?'  eyes 
v;ere  bright .  He  said  he  har.  hoen  thinking  of.  a  r.tory^  and  thm  he 
:^p#teeded  t«  tell  me  h»w  Grant, vrhen  a  boy,  had  stolen  in  under 
the  edge  of  a  circus  tent  and  had  ridden  a  bucking  mule,  after  a 
second  attempt,  when  many  others  who  had  tried  had  failed. 
Now, said  Lincoln,  when  he  had  finished  the  story,   just  so  will 
Grant  hang  onto  Bob  Lee.  Exactly  tvrenty  days  later  Lee  surrendered 
to. Grant  at  Appomattox.  The  day  of  Lincoln 'd  death. Gen  ^ilson 

continued.  Gen  Grant  told  me  he  was    the  saddest  day  of  hie  life 
and  I  think  it  was  for  a  good  many  Americans. 

Speaking  of  Grant,  Gen  Wilson  said:  ""e  should  all  thank  ^od 
that  in  the  ti^e  of  trouble  he  gave  us  Grant  as  he  gave  us 
"Washington  and  Lincoln.  "  In  his  simplicity  he  was  sublime",  has 
been  said  of  Grant.  He  was  a  tower  of  strength  that  stood 
four-square  to  every  wind  that  blew.  I  first  saw  Grant  at  ""est 


Point,  On  that  day  he  was  called  upon  to  give  an  exhibition  of 
horsemanship  and  he  took  his  horse  over  a  6  feet  6  inches  leap. 
This  is  the  highest  recorded  in  military  annals*    Grant  was  a 
fine  horseman:  and  in  the  whole  army  he  had  no  equal.    He  was 
one  of  the  plainest  of  men.  In  the  summer  of  1861  I  presented 
myself  to  him,  he  being  then  brigadier  general.  He  neither  then 
nor  at  any  time  afterward  had  any  style.  He  was  as  plain  and 
unassuming  an  officer  as  you  could  meet,    Gen  "Wilson  then  relates 
several  incidents  showing  different  phases  of  Grant's  life,  and 
in  concluding  said: 

IT  is  the  glory  of  these  three  great  Americans  of  whom  I 
have  spoken  that  they  were  alike  spotless  in  all  the  relations 
of  private  life.  Their  names  will  always  be  cherished  by  their 
admiring  countrymen,  and  upon  the  adamant  of  their  fame,  the 
stream  of  time  will  beat  without  injury. 

Upon  motion  of  Gen .Charles  ^  Darling, seconded  by  Prof  Her 
Herbert  Pease, a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  ^en.'^il son, Miss 
Charles  and  Hiss  Chase. 
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